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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 , 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent tenn adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 9/25/06 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 1 -20 as filed on 9/25/06 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections -35 use §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are directed towards 
nonstatutory subject matter. 

A). The Examiner notes that "computer program product. . does not specify how the 
instructions are (a) associated with the medium, or (b) the nature of instructions. Data structures 
not claimed as embodied (or encoded with or embedded with) in a computer program product are 
descriptive material per se, and are not statutory, Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31, USPQ2d at 
1760), Specifying the association in the manner Usted above would sufficiently address the first 
condition. Similarly, computer programs claimed as computer listings, instructions, or codes are 
just the descriptions, expressions, of the program are not "physical things". They have neither 
computer components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. In 
contrast, a claimed . .computer readable medium encoded with a computer program. . ." is a 
computer element which defines structural and fimction interrelationships between the computer 
program and the rest of the computer, and is statutory, Lowrv. 32 FJd at 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 
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at 1035. Specifying the instructions as a "computer program" would sufficiently address the 
second condition, Interim Guidelines, Annex IV (Section a), 

B). Lastly, the computer program as claimed doesn^t isn't properly associated with the 
operation. It is quite possible that the computer program may be an unrelated sub-routine or a 
simple conmience instruction which then causes the computer to execute the operation that could 
be self-resident, and not encoded on the medium. The Examiner suggests that the computer 
program be more directly associated with the operation, Interim Guidelines, Annex IV (Section 
bL 

Corrections to the claims, and supporting specification are required. 

Conclusion 

4. Claims 1 - 1 0 are allowed. 

5. Independent claim 1 recites . .calculating respective vector differences between a 
primary set of motion vectors associated with a first number of blocks adjacent to the target 
block and one or more of a secondary set of motion vectors respectively associated with a second 
number of blocks also adjacent to the target block; and selecting a motion vector among said 
primary set of motion vectors corresponding to a smallest one of said vector differences or to a 
smallest sum of vector differences associated with the respective motion vectors of said primary 
set as the motion vector prediction. . which is feature that is not anticipated nor obvious over 
the art of record. Accordingly, claims 1 1-20 are amended as suggested above, or canceled, the 
application would be placed in a condition for allowance. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (571)-272-7337. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571)-272-7418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Andy S. Rao 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 
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